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PATHWAY: 
Teaching as a Profession

COURSE:  
Teaching as a Profession Internship

UNIT 3: 
Legal Issues in the Public School Setting
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Introduction

Annotation: 
Students will understand the code of ethics for educators and why it is necessary. 

Students will understand that the initial role of teachers is providing safety for students at all times. 

Students will understand the importance of IDEA. 

Students will understand the importance of acquiring liability coverage for educators.


Grade(s): 
	
	9th

	x
	10th

	x
	11th

	x
	12th


Time:  
10 hrs of instructor time
Author:  
Karen Rutter
Additional Author(s): 

Gina Luck, Trudy Shirah, Selena Sims, Teressa Channell

Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
Focus Standards

GPS Focus Standards: 
EDU-TPI-16. Students will make preparations to provide for the safety of students at all times.

a. Demonstrate knowledge of the school’s emergency plan.

b. Demonstrate knowledge of basic safety procedures required in the school and in

the classroom.
EDU-TPI-17. Students will demonstrate adherence to the Individuals with Disabilities Act.

a. Identify the major provisions in IDEA (2004 revision).

b. Identify the components of an Individual Education Plan (IEP), an Individual Family Services Plan (IFSP), an Early Intervention Plan (EIP) and a 504 plan.

c. Define inclusion. Give examples of inclusion in a regular classroom setting.

d. Identify the types of exceptionalities that are served in the candidate’s school. Give a brief description of each exception.
EDU-TPI-18. Students will provide adequate supervision of students at all times. 

a. Research and understand laws related to liability and negligence; adequately supervise students during all class activities.
b. Arrange for adequate supervision of students in their absence.
EDU-TPI-19. Students will observe copyright laws regarding print, media, and other materials.

a. Interview the media specialist on copyright laws.

b. Research copyright laws.

c. Make a list of do’s and don’ts regarding copyright.
EDU-TPI-20. Students will maintain the confidentiality of information regarding students, parents, and other co-workers.

a. Sign a statement of confidentially upholding the privacy of teachers, students, and their families in all matters.

b. Demonstrate and practice confidentiality in upholding the privacy of teachers, students, and their families in all matters.
EDU-TPI-21. Students will make provisions to provide for professional liability insurance coverage.

a. Research the professional organizations related to teaching at all age levels (NAEYC, NEA, PAGE, and ACTE) for the liability insurance provided at the different levels of supervision (paraprofessional, teacher, and administrator).

b. Create a chart that describes the liability insurance of each organization.

c. Research and print a copy of the liability insurance provided by Georgia State Board of Education.
EDU-TPI-22. Students will demonstrate behaviors that adhere to the Code of Ethics as provided by the Georgia Professional Standards Commission.

a. Read Georgia Code of Ethics for Educators.

b. Locate, print or copy, and read a minimum of two articles on Ethics for Educators, Ethical Standards, etc. Write a summary of each article. Include copies of the articles with the summaries.

c. Write an essay describing personal code of ethics.

d. Demonstrate ethical behavior.
GPS Academic Standards: 
ELA10LSV2. The student formulates reasoned judgments about written and oral communication in various media genres.
ELA11LSV1. The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student and group verbal interactions.
ELA11C1. The student demonstrated understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats.
ELA10RL5. The student understands and acquires new vocabulary and uses it correctly in reading and writing.
ELA11W3. The student uses research and technology to support writing.
National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:


Understandings & Goals

Enduring Understandings: 
It is important for students to understand the code of ethics for educators and the reasons why it is important. The initial role of teachers is providing safety for students at all times. Included in the initial role of teachers is an understanding of the importance of IDEA and acquiring liability coverage for educators.

Essential Questions:  
How does one apply the Educators Code of Ethics?

What are the components of an educator’s safety plan?

What is the basis of IDEA?

Why do I need liability coverage and how do I acquire it?
Knowledge from this Unit: 

10 standards of the Georgia Code of Ethics for Professional Educators; major professional organizations; IDEA; copyright laws; liability and negligence; major provisions of IDEA; major components of an IEP, 504plan and EIP; inclusion; school emergency plan
Skills from this Unit:  
Students will demonstrate professional behavior and practices. Students will apply for liability coverage membership; students will read an IEP, 504 plan and EIP. Students will acquire or create a school safety plan.

Assessment(s)

Assessment Method Type: Select one or more of the following. Please consider the type(s) of differentiated instruction you will be using in the classroom. 
	
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	
	Group project

	X
	Individual project

	x
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

_   Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

_x_ Academic prompts

_x_ Practice quizzes/tests

	 x
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

_x_ Observe students role playing

	x
	Peer-assessment  

	
	_x_ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	x
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences

__ Partner and small group discussions

_x_ Whole group discussions

__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	x
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

_x_ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment(s) Title:
 Professional Portfolio – All items will be included in the Professional portfolio
Assessment(s) Description/Directions: 
Attachments for Assessment(s): 

Learning Experiences
Sequence of Instruction

1.  Identify the Standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom for each lesson.

EDU-TPI-16. Students will make preparations to provide for the safety of students at all times.

a. Demonstrate knowledge of the school’s emergency plan.

b. Demonstrate knowledge of basic safety procedures required in the school and in the classroom.
EDU-TPI-17. Students will demonstrate adherence to the Individuals with Disabilities Act.

a. Identify the major provisions in IDEA (2004 revision).

b. Identify the components of an Individual Education Plan (IEP), an Individual Family Services Plan (IFSP), an Early Intervention Plan (EIP) and a 504 plan.

c. Define inclusion. Give examples of inclusion in a regular classroom setting.

d. Identify the types of exceptionalities that are served in the candidate’s school. Give a brief description of each exception.
EDU-TPI-18. Students will provide adequate supervision of students at all times. 

a. Research and understand laws related to liability and negligence; adequately supervise students during all class activities.
b. Arrange for adequate supervision of students in their absence.
EDU-TPI-19. Students will observe copyright laws regarding print, media, and other materials.

a. Interview the media specialist on copyright laws.

b. Research copyright laws.

c. Make a list of do’s and don’ts regarding copyright.
EDU-TPI-20. Students will maintain the confidentiality of information regarding students, parents, and other co-workers.

a. Sign a statement of confidentially upholding the privacy of teachers, students, and their families in all matters.

b. Demonstrate and practice confidentiality in upholding the privacy of teachers, students, and their families in all matters.
EDU-TPI-21. Students will make provisions to provide for professional liability insurance coverage.

a. Research the professional organizations related to teaching at all age levels (NAEYC, NEA, PAGE, and ACTE) for the liability insurance provided at the different levels of supervision (paraprofessional, teacher, and administrator).

b. Create a chart that describes the liability insurance of each organization.

c. Research and print a copy of the liability insurance provided by Georgia State Board of Education.
EDU-TPI-22. Students will demonstrate behaviors that adhere to the Code of Ethics as provided by the Georgia Professional Standards Commission.

a. Read Georgia Code of Ethics for Educators.

b. Locate, print or copy, and read a minimum of two articles on Ethics for Educators, Ethical Standards, etc. Write a summary of each article. Include copies of the articles with the summaries.

c. Write an essay describing personal code of ethics.

d. Demonstrate ethical behavior.
ELA10LSV2. The student formulates reasoned judgments about written and oral communication in various media genres.
ELA11LSV1. The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student and group verbal interactions.
ELA11C1. The student demonstrated understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats.
ELA10RL5. The student understands and acquires new vocabulary and uses it correctly in reading and writing.
ELA11W3. The student uses research and technology to support writing.
2.  Review Essential Questions.

How does one apply the Educators Code of Ethics?

What are the components of an educator’s safety plan?

What is the basis of IDEA?

Why do I need liability coverage and how do I acquire it?
3.  Identify and review the unit vocabulary. 

10 standards of the Georgia Code of Ethics for Professional Educators

major professional organizations

IDEA
copyright laws

liability and negligence

major provisions of IDEA

major components of an IEP

504plan and EIP

inclusion

school emergency plan
4.  Research professional liability insurance on the internet.

5. Acquire and discuss a school emergency plan.
6.  Identify the major provisions in IDEA.

7. Using the attached IEP at a Glance form, practice interpreting a student’s IEP, EIP IFSP, and 504 plan.

8. Identify the types of exceptionalities in the student’s own school and assigned school for the internship.

9.Have a school liaison in charge of student hearings to speak to class and explain the teacher’s role in providing adequate supervision---including “time”, “place” and “opportunity”.

10. Research Copyright laws and make a useable list of do’s and don’ts.

11. Read and sign a confidentiality statement and practice confidentiality when interning in schools.

12.Students will research and choose a professional organization’s liability insurance and apply for coverage.

13.Research and print a copy of the liability insurance provided by the GADOE to include in portfolio.

14. View video on Georgia Code of Ethics for Educators and preview brochure.

15.  Read two articles on Ethics for Educators or ethical standards.  Write a summary of each article and include copy of article with summary.

16. Write a personal code of ethics for inclusion in portfolio.

Attachments for Learning Experiences: 
Special Needs Project Checklist-Unit 3-TAPI
Teaching Article Summary-Unit 3-TAPI
Apprentice Teacher Confidentiality-Unit 3-TAPI
APPRENTICE TEACHING CONTRACT-Unit 3-TAPI
IEP at a glance-Unit 3-TAPI
Parent-Guardian Release of Liability-Unit 3-TAPI

Instructional Accomodation Checklist  - Unit 3 TAPI

One Size Does Not Fit All – Unit 3 - TAPI
Notes & Reflections: 

Culminating Performance Task (Optional)
Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
 Portfolio/Legal Issues in Education
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
Portfolio Additions:  Membership Card from Professional Organization; IEP at a Glance completed form; school emergency plan; personal code of ethics; articles on ethics and summaries; copy of liability provided by GADOE; copyright do’s and don’ts list; apprentice teaching contract (Walton county); Apprentice teacher confidentiality agreement(Hall county), Parent-Guardian Release of Liability,
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 

Unit Resources 

Web Resources: 
gapsc.org; teachgeorgia.org; PAGE, GAE, and GAEL websites
Attachment(s): 
Instructional Accommodation Checklist

Materials & Equipment:
LCD projector, computers with internet access, textbook or hardcopy library resources, Microsoft power point, interactive board
What 21st Century Technology was used in this unit: 

Top of Form

	x
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	x
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	x
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	x
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	x
	Email
	x
	Website
	
	


Bottom of Form
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