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Unit 3: Battery Service and Jump Starting Vocabulary

Alternator – A generator in which alternating current (ac) is first generated, then changed into direct current (dc).

Battery cells – The individual compartments in a battery which contain positive and negative plates suspended in electrolyte.

Electrolyte – A solution of sulfuric acid and water in a battery.

Hydrometer – A float device used to measure the specific gravity of battery electrolyte to determine its state of charge.

Lead-acid battery - Battery with lead electrodes with dilute sulfuric acid as the electrolyte; each cell generates about 2 volts. One of the oldest rechargeable batteries made.

Negative plate – A grid (wire-like, skeletal framework, made of lead and antimony or of lead and calcium) filled with porous lead and expanders to prevent the lead from returning to an inactive solid state.

Positive plate ​- A grid (wire-like, skeletal framework, made of lead and antimony or of lead and calcium) filled with lead peroxide in sponge form.

Specific Gravity – A relative weight of a given volume of a specific material as compared to an equal volume of water.

Starter – An electric motor which uses a gear drive to crank (start) the engine.

Terminals – The connecting points in an electrical circuit.

